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Rebuilding Futures: Startup Competition 2017 
Criteria 

Countries 

Entrepreneurs must have a startup idea or business based in one of the following countries:  

• Burundi 
• Cote d’Ivoire 
• Jordan 
• Kurdistan Region of Iraq 
• Kosovo 
• Lebanon 
• Liberia 
• Occupied Palestinian Territories 
• Rwanda 
• Somalia 
• Syria 
• Tunisia 
• Turkey 
• Yemen 

Our definition of a ‘startup’ 

A business plan should have been produced but the business is not yet trading or has been 
trading for under 1 year. Therefore, the winner will receive the funding needed to start the 
business.  

The ‘Rebuilding Futures’ theme 

Startup ideas or businesses should somehow support or contribute to the local community. 
Perhaps this is through filling a gap in the market or simply by providing jobs. However big or 
small the contribution, we’d like to hear about it. 

Financial forecast 

We ask entrepreneurs to provide cash flow projections for the next three years. 

English 

It is preferred that entrepreneurs can speak, read and pitch in English. However, it is not 
compulsory. Please indicate which translator you’d require in the application form. 

The pitching process 

The three finalists will be invited to the Netherlands on 6th and 7th December 2017 in order to 
pitch to high profile Dutch private sector representatives/investors during a pre-conference 
dinner in Amsterdam on Wednesday 6th December. Attendees of the dinner will vote for their 
favourite startup idea and the votes will be counted. The next day, during the IGNITE 
Conference, entrepreneurs will be invited to pitch again in front of an audience of 350 
representatives from NGOs, private sector, government and universities around the world. The 
conference attendees will then vote for their favourite startup idea. All votes from the dinner 



 
 

 

and the conference will be counted to reveal the winner. The winner will be awarded up to 
€10,000.00 startup grant on stage during the IGNITE Conference.  


